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REMARKS 

Claims 1-4. 6, 8-12, 14-28 and 30-35 are pending in this application. By this 
Amendment, claim 1 is amended. The amendment to claim 1 is to cxjrrsct the typographical 
error, namely, replace the term "surround" with the term "sound". No new matter is added. 

Further, Applicants have re-submitted the remarks under the claim rejections to 
similarly correct the typographical errors- 
Favorable consideration and allowance of this application are respectfully requested. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 U.S.C- S 1 02 f Kiluon) 

Claims 1-4, 6, 8-10, 12. 17 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b). as being 
anticipated by Killion et al. (hereinafter *T<ilfion"), U.S- Pat. No, 5,524,056. This rejection is 
respectfully traversed. 

As discussed and agreed by the Examiner during the interview, Applicants submit 
that Killion fails to disclose or suggest, inter alia, "a casing surrounds at least a part of the 
one or more sound inlet ports", as recited in claim 1 . 

Applicants have read the entire passage of Killion and cannot ascertain a "casing", let 
alone, a casing that surrounds at least a part of one or more sound inlet ports. As an 
example embodiment of the present invention, Rgs, 1-3 illustrate a casing 6 surrounding at 
least a portion of the sound infet ports 5. 

Because Killion fails to disclose each and every feature of claim 1 , it cannot provide a 
basis for a rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102. 

For at least these reasons, claim 1 is aitowable. Claims 2-4, 6, 8-10, 12, 17 and 34 
are also allowable by virtue of their dependency on allowable independent daim 1 . 
Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 
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Claiivi Rejections - 35 U,S,C> S 1 02 (Ruegg) 

Claims 1-4, 6, 8-10, 12, 17 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ruegg, U.S. Pat. No. 3,875,349. This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

As discussed and agreed by the Examiner during the interview, Ruegg fails to 
disclose or suggest, inter alia, "a casing surrounds at least a part of the one or more sound 
inlet ports", as recited in claim 1. 

As similarly discussed above with regard to Killion^ Ruegg also fails to disclose or 
suggest a "casing" member. 

Because Ruegg fails to disclose each and every feature of claim 1 , rt cannot provide 
a basis for rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102. 

For at least these reasons, claim 1 Is allowable over Ruegg. Claims 2-4, 6| 6-10. 12« 
1 7 and 34 are also allowable by virtue of their dependency on allowable independent claim 
1 . Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S,C. § 1 03 

Claims 1 1 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) as being unpatentable over 
Killion or Ruegg. This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Applicants submit that the combination of Killion and Ruegg fails to cure the noted 
deficiency set forth above with respect to Killion and Ruegg. In particular, Killion and Ruegg 
nefther disclose nor suggest the casing surrounds at least a part of the one or more sound 
inlet ports, as recited in daim 1 . Accordingly, as Killion and Ruegg fall to teach or suggest 
each features of the claim, the rejection under 35 U.S-C. § 103 is Improper. Withdrawal of 
the rejection is respectfully requested. 
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CONCLUSION 



Accordingly, in view of the above amendments and remarks, reconsideration of the 
rejections and allowance of each of claims 1-4, 6, 8-12, 14-28 and 30-35 in connection with 
the present appncation is earnestly solicited. 

Should there be any outstanding matters that need to be resolved in the present 
application, the Examiner Is respectfully requested to contact the undersigned at the 
telephone number below. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and future 
replies, to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 08-0750 for 
any additional fees required under 37 C.RR. § 1.16 or under 37 C.F,R. § 1.17; particularly, 
extension of time fees. 



Respectfully submitted, 



HARNESS. DICKEY, & PIEQCE, P.LC. 




By 



John A. CapMllano, Reg. No. 35,094 



P.O. BoxjWiO 
Reston, \(rrginia 20195 
(703) 668-8000 



JAC/DJC/cm 
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